PRODUCTION PHOTOGRAPHY GUIDELINES 

IMAGE CONTENT (all categories must be delivered): 

Production stills are used to promote your program through Discovery’s worldwide publicity and online efforts, and create ancillary products for your program in accordance with the terms of your production agreement. It is very important that the stills reflect the same quality and creativity that you put into the program. The stills should highlight the program’s unique and exciting elements. In order to meet Discovery’s needs, digital images and electronic Production Stills Log should be delivered on a rolling basis, one quarter of the way through production, half way through, and at completion.

1) PROGRAM SUBJECT MATTER -- minimum of 20 images documenting key subject matter of the episode and scene to give a sense of the show theme. For example if the show is about home makeover or escape artists or logging, photos should feature those activities. Submit photos from as many episodes as possible especially if in various locations. 
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* CREW SHOTS -- Please send only 2-3 behind-the-scenes crew shots unless more are specifically requested.

2) TALENT – minimum of 20 images of show hosts/talent/presenters alone including headshots, half-body and full-length portraits as well as host/talent involved in significant scenes and interacting with other subjects in the show, including key contributors or animals. Deliver talent approved photos only. 
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3) MACHINERY/EQUIPMENT – minimum of 10 images including machinery, tools and props featured in the program. If the host is participating in a mini- motorcycle race, photos could include close-ups and detail photos of vehicles used and participants preparing them before the race.  
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4) ENVIRONMENT – minimum of 10 images illustrating geography of production location. For example, if the show is about Alaska, photos should give sense of the countryside. People may be included in the scene assuming proper releases have been secured. 
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FORMAT:  Send a selection of both horizontal and vertical formats. 

QUANTITY: 

- One-off programs, series of fewer than four episodes, specials -- send a minimum of 60 images per program.

 -- Series of more than four episodes -- send a minimum of 10 images per planned episode.

DIGITAL SPECS:  High-resolution files are required. Camera used shall be minimum 8-10 megapixels set at “Large” or “Fine” JPG, producing a file of at least 11x14 inches at 300 dpi in JPEG format. SLR (single-lens reflex) camera preferred. Screengrabs and resolutions less than specified are not acceptable. Any use of CGI, 3D or animation files should be delivered at same quality specifications.
PRODUCTION STILLS LOG: Fill out all sections, including the captions and Rights Waiver column. Deliver electronically with images on DVD to address below and upload to Producer’s Portal on the Electronic Production Deliverables site. 

CAPTIONS: Please provide complete electronic captions on the Production Stills Log (see Forms & Templates). Include proper spelling of subject matter, person's full name, animal type, episode name & number, location, production company name and any other relevant information. Check the applicable box if there is a restriction that applies to an element within a photo and submit a Rights Waiver for that restricted element.

RIGHTS: As outlined in your production agreement, any still photos taken for a DCL Commission will be fully owned by DCL and available for use to promote the program, network and DCL in all media worldwide, and to create including ancillary products related to the program (such as home video packaging, merchandising and publishing), throughout the universe, in perpetuity. 

Any still photos taken for a Co-production or Acquisition will be used, in accordance with the terms of your production agreement, to promote the program and/or network and/or DCL in all media worldwide, and to create ancillary products related to the program (such as home video packaging, merchandising and publishing) if permitted under your production agreement.

If hiring a photographer, please secure all rights as stated in your production agreement and provide a copy of the contract with the photographer.

RIGHTS WAIVER: If any element within a still photo is not available for use as set forth in your production agreement, you must let DCL know this by submitting a Rights Waiver for that restricted element, and checking the applicable box on the Production Stills Log to indicate that a restriction applies to an element within that still photo.

THIRD-PARTY STILLS: If still photos are acquired from a third party source, you must clear rights for use of those photos in accordance with the terms of your production agreement and submit a Rights Waiver to let DCL know about any restrictions.
DELIVERY: In order to meet Discovery’s needs, digital images and electronic Production Stills Log should be delivered on DVD on a rolling basis, one quarter of the way through production, half way through, and at completion.

Also, upload the Production Stills Log electronically on the Producer’s Portal. For more information on delivering electronically, please see the Forms & Templates section of the PMD Production Guide. 

DVDs should be labeled clearly with the following info:

    * Property ID #

    * Episode #

    * Program/Series Title

    * Episode Name

    * Network

    * Production Company

If you have questions, please contact the Production Management contact. 
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